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President’s Corner 


Hardly a day goes by that my spirit is not disturbed by some news in the paper or on TV 
regarding the downward trend of America's moral turpitude. In my opinion, we are 
headed down a slippery slope toward the abyss. Surely there is a great need for revival 
across our land. I recently preached a revival message from Paul's lines in Rom. 12.9-21. 
This passage delineates a dozen "resolutions" we ought to adapt to our lives as we begin a new year. But the 
core message is in the need for you and me to demonstrate genuine Christian love in our lives. Revival cannot 
start anywhere without it. We certainly can't depend on those knuckleheads in D.C. or our court houses. It 
must start with us. Please read Paul's passage, write down the dozen resolutions in your own words, and pray 
how to improve our love quotient. Hope you are getting your reservations in for our 2015 Conference at the 
Laurelville Church Camp. And please send the payment as soon as you can so we have enough cash flow to 
pay our bills. By the way, since this is a camp setting, ties and jackets will NOT be mandatory for the men 
(except the executive panel when we are meeting with the Laurelville staff). Pastor Larry “Red” Williams 
JK KHIR 
Pastorless Churches: Well, prayer partners, we are not done yet. This month, the church we will be praying 
for is Trinity GBC of Columbus, Ohio. This body of believers meets in homes. Their average attendance on 
Sunday is 16-20. Then, their midweek service average is 16-18. Pray for this church; they have been looking 
for a place to meet away from the homes. It just cannot be found at this time. The work is divided up between 
two men. John Elliott does the Bible studies, and Peter Peer does the teaching on the Sunday AM service. This 
is our second prayer item. Their membership is 7 adults and 2 children. Pray that some of the attendees might 
feel led to actually join this fellowship. This area is not a cheap area to live in. A man who came into this 
would have to work and also receive some help from others. They need a man of God who feels called of God 
to come to that area and live, work, and pastor a church. Now, add this to our list. God is great and can move 
mountains. AMEN!! Contact Pastor Marvin Meeker at 574-269-1298 for more information about this church. 


Fellowship Websites: http://www/cgbci.org If any church would like to have its website added to the 
Fellowship website; please send the information to Pastor Ethan Kallberg at pastorethan@lvgbc.net 


New Addresses, Emails, Phones, etc: 

New email address for Mick & Nancy Funderburg: mick-nancy-funderburg @centurylink.net 

New phone numbers for Jim & Patty Rose: Jim’s new phone number 330-419-8974. Patty’s is 330-419-3095. 
New information for Kathryn Hoyt: address: 281 Grace Village Dr.; Winona Lake, IN 46590 Phone: 574- 
372-6281 

New Information for Rose Cornwell: address: Rose Cornwell, c/o Margaret Manor, 689 Margaret Road, 
Kittanning, PA 16201 Phone: 724-783-7830 

New Information for Bob & Joene Cover: New phone: 574-372-6262. New address: 262 Grace Village 
Drive; Winona Lake, IN 46590 


CGBCI History Course: This course covers the first 25 years of CGBCI and will be offered at the Lakeland 
School of Theology, Warsaw, IN, starting March 12 (Thursday), from 1 pm to 9 pm, then 9 am to 5 pm, Friday, 
Saturday, and Monday (Mar. 13, 14, 16). There are 20 enrolled already. Auditors are welcome. Call Dr. 
Simpson at 574-268-0458 for more details. 
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CGBCI Fellowship Annual Conference: Kids Conference could use full-time or part-time help at conference 
this summer. Please indicate your preference of nursery (0-4yrs) or children 5-12 yrs old. Contact DeLane 
Miller - millerdelaneO2 @ gmail.com or call 541-967-9357 (PST). 


Pastoral Position Available: The Peru Grace Brethren Church is seeking a man who has thorough Biblical 
training/education to join our team of Elders as a full-time Associate Pastor. We would like for him to 
have a heart for family/children's ministries and, in particular, to lead our youth ministry. He will also 
share in the preaching, teaching, and worship service ministries with the Senior Pastor. This Associate 
position includes, but is not limited to, these areas of responsibility. Please send letter of interest and 
resume to: The Council of Elders, Peru Grace Brethren Church, P O Box 552, 430 South Broadway, Peru, 
IN 46970 
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Prayer Requests, Health Updates, Thank-You Notices, Etc. 


Thank You/Update from Paul & Ellen Swenson: Thank you so much for all the prayers and support 
throughout 2014. God has blessed us so much as we have now completed our first semester of training at 
the New Tribes Mission Training Center in Durham, Ontario. As we look ahead to 2015 as a family, we 
are eager to see how God continues to work in our lives. No doubt He wants to continue to mold & shape 
us so that we are more like Him. The year ahead will be full of challenges, but we know that God will 
remain faithful as we serve Him. Ellen & I will begin language classes this semester. We will not be 
learning a specific language, but learning all about language structure, sounds, etc. Then, we will be able 
to use those skills as needed to create a written language where there is only a spoken language. As I think 
about our goal — to see a church planted with a group of people who don’t currently have access to God’s 
Word at all in their own language — it seems impossible. The task seems so daunting, but yet I know that it 
is through the work of God that we will be able to accomplish this (Philippians 4:13). It’s not about our 
abilities, but about God working through us to accomplish His plan. What God continues to remind me of 
is the great opportunity we have as a team (you and us) to reach one the 2,500 unreached groups with the 
gospel! How exciting that is. If you like more information on how you can partner with us and be more 
involved in the work that God is doing, please contact us. Thanks, Paul, Ellen & the rest of the Swenson 
Tribe. You may reach the Swensons by one of these methods: Email: ellpswenson@ gmail.com or by 
phone at 802-673-7077, or at www.swensontribe.wordpress.com 


Chip Jones, Findlay, OH: FYI: Iam no longer at the Findlay GBC. If any pastor has questions concerning 
the occasion of my departure, he may contact me at chipster@ gmail.com and I would be willing to answer his 
questions, I may also be reached at 567-525-2601 if that would be better. Since leaving the church I have found 
that my heart's function has decreased, and somewhere along the way its size has increased, to twice its original 
size. In spite of that, our Lord has seen fit to extend His grace in such a way that, to this point, I have not been 
showing the symptoms of such advanced heart disease. Thank God He has given that to me as an open door to 
witness. I realize it is because of Him, it is His grace, His power that sustains me. Praise Him! After some 35 
years of ministry, 10 being music, 4 being youth during that same period, and 25 of those being pastoral, we are 
moving back to Hagerstown, MD, due to the situation with my heart and out of concern for Peggy's well being. 
There I will be surrounded by family and be able to minister in my sending church (my home church), Valley 
Grace Brethren. It is my desire to continue my relationship with the CGBCI. I want you to know that this move 
has been one of the most difficult decisions we have had to make. We love all of you dear Brethren and want to 
thank you for the financial help your churches have provided and covet your continued prayers. Because of 
Calvary, Pastor Chip 
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Bob Cover, Sr: Bob fell twice in December and broke 2 ribs in the first fall and broke his wrist in the second 
fall. He was to have surgery to repair the break in the wrist (no date given). So please pray for healing for him. 
He and Joene have also moved to Grace Village, so pray for that transition to be smooth for them. 

The family of Bob and Joene Cover want to thank you for your prayers, cards and phone calls. During the 
past couple of weeks many have sent cards and called to leave messages. Please don't be discouraged when you 
get the answering machine, your messages have been heard and have truly lifted the spirits of these dear 
people. During these past set of trials it has been encouraging to watch Dad and Mom shine for the Lord. He 
continues to share the love of Christ with all he comes in contact with. While in Parkview Hospital, it was 
amazing how many different nurses came in because another colleague would tell them, "you have to meet this 
man, he's just the sweetest". The joy of the Lord truly shines through and this has been a living example for us! 
We know that the peace we saw in both of them, not only came from their deep trust in the Lord but also came 
because of your prayers girding them up through these tough times. Dad's surgery went well and is now in 
Grace Village Rehab, Room 108 (as of Dec 21st). Our prayer is that his recovery will be quick so they can 
begin to enjoy their new surroundings at Grace Village. THANK YOU! May God bless you for reaching out to 
Dad and Mom. Bob and Lisa Cover 


Dan Funderburg: Mick's brother, Dan, was able to go home two days after the heart surgery! He was in 
regular ICU the first day, in Cardiac ICU the second day, and the third day, they let him go home. He said he 
feels better than what he has felt for a long time. We are praising the Lord and we thank you for praying! 
Love, Mick & Nancy 


Update on Jim Marsh: Jim had a CT scan on Jan 19th. The results of that scan were not good — the cancer is 
growing. The oncologist plans to put Jim on a new “protein targeting” cancer drug that kills only the cancer 
cells and does not harm the good cells. This will be a 3-week on, one-week off schedule for who knows how 
long. The side effects of this new drug are supposed to be easier to manage. One current problem is that Jim 
has a nasty case of shingles right now, and can’t begin the new treatment until the shingles are gone. He goes 
back to the oncologist in two weeks to see if he can start the new treatment at that time. In the meantime, Jim is 
very weak and he has pain just about everywhere. His appetite has taken a hit and he has lost 7 Ibs. But, we did 
enjoy the chemo-free time during the holidays. Please pray for healing from the shingles and for strength and 
relief of the pain. Thanks to everyone for all the prayers, cards, emails and phone calls. Your love and concern 
is a true blessing in our lives. 


Simon Peter’s wife Margret: (In Africa) she is in a hospital and must have surgery for a “female” issue. The 
Doctor has told Simon Peter that the surgery alone will cost 1,450,000 (in Ugandan funds), minus treatment. 
They always give the bill of treatment at departure. Simon Peter is very worried about his wife. This is the third 
time Margret has had this kind of problem. Please pray for Simon Peter and his family. He has left 3 of his 
children at home to go to the hospital and has taken the baby with him. Pastor Merriman has forwarded 
$600.00 to help with the surgery cost. 
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News from the Fellowship Churches 


New Troy GBC, New Troy MI; Pastor Larry E. (Red) Williams: The Lord has 
provided additional leadership for our church with the election of two new elders, Richard 
i a A) Knapp and Pastor Russell Panico (retired). We are also thankful for the good response to 
al | ® | our Christmas programs: the junior church kids and an adult drama on 12/14 and a choral 
presentation on 12/21, and great fellowship and a wonderful film for our Watchnight 
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service on 12/31. Please pray for resolution of a marriage conflict in our church. 


Ankenytown GBC, Bellville OH; Pastor Gary Kochheiser: The Ankenytown Grace Brethren Church is 
excited to begin the new year of 2015 debt free. We were able to pay off the loan on our multiple purpose 
building last month. It is even more exciting to know that we were able to pay it off 2 % years early. After 14 
years of debt it will be exciting to move forward debt free. 
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Foreign Mission News 


An email was received from Peter and Ingrid Bejenke: From: Peter.Bejenke @t-online.de 

Dear friends: We wish you as family a blessed year from our Lord. Our family size has changed this last year 
to 3 persons in our home. Ruth, 22 yrs old, moved out and lives 15 minutes from us in Wesseling. Judith, 20 
yrs old, married Mariusz Bejenke in July. Rahel, 17 yrs old now, is the only with us and she still goes to school 
to prepare for a trade — like being a nurse or in the social direction. For the last 3 yrs Ingrid has worked in a 
home for the elderly. And this last year I have worked in a logistics company, like UPS, and now since April I 
have been working in a hospital. Last year I learned the same trade as Ingrid and at the end of January I will 
meet with an employer to start work in April in their home. In church I work with the video projector and 
Sunday we will have a church service in another home for elderly people nearby. At work, I have a lot of 
contact with Muslims and the Lord gives me opportunities to share the gospel with them. These last years I 
have learned a lot of theology in practice, and I’m glad that the Lord still is at work. So be blessed, and may the 
Lord be with you. Peter B from Germany 


India: PRAYER AND PRAISE Recently, the church planters in Tamil Nadu gathered for 
prayer, evaluation and planning. Here are some of the prayer 


requests that they sent. 
1. Pray for more laborers (Matthew 9:37-38). There are still 


villages where Jesus is not known. 

2. Pray for a Bible study at Torbay house for the local people. 
3. Pray for outreach to the tribal areas near Coimbatore. 

4. Pray for the men in Odisha; Peter Sipka will be getting married soon. 

5. Pray for the outreach to children in Kandiyaperi and also in Paruvakkudi. 

6. Praise the Lord for a generous contribution to purchase land and erect a 
building for ministry in Kandiyaperi. 

7. Pray for the development of leadership at Pondicherry. 

8. Pray for the salvation of souls in Coimbatore. 

9. Pray for Vijayakumar to finish his bible course and to continue with us to plant churches. He is the tall 
young man in the back in the picture. 

10. Praise the Lord for some pastors in the town of Palladam who want to join with 
us. 

11. Pray for Gilbert, Paul’s son, as he finished medical school and is planning a 
free medical outreach in May/June 2015. 

Praise the Lord for the people in Cholapuram who are planning to be baptized: 
GURUSAMY (35), INBA RAJ (43), VEERA PATHIRAN (36) and MUTHU 
MARI (32, female). 


Please send financial support to: .CGBCI Foreign Missions; P.O. Box 217; Grimes, IA 50111 
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For more information www. insightintoindia.wordpress.com 


AFRICA 


Cameroon: Pastor Raymond Olinga (pastor at Abong Mbang church in East Cameroon 
also director of practorium ministries in Cameroon) wrote and said that his mother died 
recently. She was not a believer. Pastor Raymond officiated at her funeral in Mfomakap 
(near the capital city of Yaoundé). Pray as he shared the gospel with his family and friends. 
He also shared that Julienne (his wife) has been suffering from severe back pains. Please 
pray for her healing and comfort. He also shared that just recently a man from the Manpang 
: church who had backslid has come back to the Lord and they are very grateful. Please 

g -’ continue to pray that the Lord will provide the funds to finish their church building at Abong 
“oe Mbang -- it is about 1/2 done. And also pray for the Lord to provide funds to upgrade the 
water well on the church property. May the Lord bless you all for you prayers and gifts for 


‘Burundi 


Africa ~ 


the ministry in Africa. 


Pastor Salomon wrote and updated us on the ministry in Yaoundé, Cameroon. There are a number of new 
converts and Salomon asks us to pray that he can disciple them to follow in the truth. The ministry is growing 
in numbers, giving and knowledge. He asks us to pray for four men he hopes will one day lead the ministry in 
Yaoundé -- Martin, Marien, Bernard and Patrick. A fifth man, Godfrey (who is from the Abong Mbang church) 
is also hoping to come after he finishes his training with Pastor Raymond and Pastor Roger. He also shared that 
Linus and Mercy (his twins) have had bad coughs which make it difficult for them to breathe. Please pray for 
their healing. Mary (Salomon's wife) is still struggling with her blood pressure and severe constipation and 
Salomon continues to have difficulties with his eyes. The pressure was at 22 but his eye drops have brought it 
back to 9 which is in normal range. He is seeing double in his left eye. Please continue to pray that the Lord 
will provide for all the many needs of Salomon and his family. They are helping to care for Mary's mother and 
Salomon's mother and now Peter in medical school. Salomon's daughter Elizabeth (she was the one who 
burned her leg a few years ago) was first in the whole secondary and high school of about 5,000 students, with 
an average of 18.85/20. Elizabeth and another boy (Evert) in the church put on the children’s Christmas 
presentation at the church in Yaoundé. Salomon said it was a wonderful presentation. Salomon praises the 
Lord for all the saints who have been supporting them in prayers and financially all these years. He asks us to 
pray for-- tests for Mary’s health concerns, for the wisdom to do the work that is flourishing and how to 
organize it, and manage well our health as well, for the good health for the kids and parents and all saints, for 
more success in the evangelism and the school for the kids, for the boy taking care of our farms (he is called 
Adamu) to feel better and let him be protected in the bush, for more provision to be able one day to buy our plot 
and build our little place to stay when we are completely out of our support, Pray for those who are to cut trees 
in the Dimako area farms this January. We want to start planting cocoa that will help us in five years to pay for 
Elizabeth’s fees and the rest. Pray for the saints to become more mature in the faith every day. Pray for the 
saints in general of Bamenda, Kumbo, Oku and the East to prepare to take over for us as we are going to one 
day depart. Pray for Peter, his schooling is very demanding. Pray for his protection and insight so as to succeed 
in his 7 yrs of training. 


Uganda: Greetings from Grace Brethren Fellowship in Kampala, thanks for your prayers and support towards 
our fellowships, we have seen the hand of God upon our lives every time we meet together for Bible study and 
fellowships. Our fellowship is one month old and our church is two weeks old now. Our fellowships are 
growing steadily and increasing in numbers every day . Thanks very much for your continued prayers and 
support and please keep your prayers coming in for my wife who is sick. May God bless you all. Stephen and 
Mariam 


From Simon Peter Otudo: Hope that this will find you well in Christ, happy New Year. Greetings to you from 
Brethren in Uganda, especially in Eastern Uganda. I want to thank you so much for the prayers and support you 
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offered to the ministry in Uganda supporting the training of leaders in Uganda. Through your support we were 
able to have breakfast, lunch, supper and other expenses, though we had some change in food prices as we are 
undergoing drought and food prices have gone up. I am happy to let you know that our second week of study in 
January has come to an end. Leaders arrived on January 11, and there were nine leaders who came on time and 
four arrived in the morning. Our lectures were on time and we were able to go through the following courses: 
Preparing Biblical Messages/Sermons, Bible Study Methods Continuation, Pneumatology (the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit) -- this term was very interesting. Leaders had time to practice preaching for thirty minutes every 
day and there were comments on the preaching, speech, conduct, sermon outline, etc, and it was unbelievable. I 
had a lot of questions when we were doing Pneumatology because some of the leaders came from a Pentecostal 
background where they believed that prophecy, speaking in tongues, apostles, and prophets exist today. It was 
amazing when some of them testified that they used to prophesy and the words which they were prophesying 
came from their own , for which they admitted that they should be forgiven because they messed up. I was 
able to share with them and explain using Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4 that we no longer have 
prophets, apostles, and speaking of tongues. I am happy that the teachings I have had with them have shaped 
them and let the glory go back to God because He has done the great job. This term, leaders know how to 
prepare sermons/Biblical messages and they know how to conduct themselves in delivering sermons/teachings. 
Our next class shall run from Feb 21-28, and we shall continue with Pneumatology, Part 2, Pastoral ministry 
and evangelism. Public schools are open in early February and four of our students have to go to school, but I 
have arranged to meet them on Saturdays so that they can have the same lessons in February, and they will do 
exams the last Saturday in February. Be Blessed. I remain yours In Christ, Pastor Simon Peter Otudo 


“THE VOICE NEWSLETTER?” is the communication tool of the Conservative GBCI. News or mailing 
updates should be sent to Connie Marsh at jcmarshl @comcast.net or at 2376 Shadowbrook Dr, Peru IN 46970, or 
phone: 765-472-3847, by the 20th of each month. 
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